CHAPTER    XIX
Franco Faces the Revolution
ON THAT SUNDAY AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY I 6, 1936, THE
mobs, faithful to the watchword of the revolution
poured out into the streets. Completely ignoring the true
results of the elections, they proclaimed themselves the vic-
tors. They had been thus instructed. Three hours after the
end of the balloting, they were to give themselves up to
jubilant and frenzied demonstrations, demanding complete
power, the liberation of the prisoners of October, 1934, and
the heads of certain politicians. The night augured serious
street fighting.
General Franco called General Pozas, director of the civil
guard, to his side and said to him, "I presume that you are
aware of what is happening."
"I do not believe anything is happening," answered Pozas
indifferently.
"That is precisely why I have called you, to inform you
that the mobs are in control of the streets, and that in
furtherance of their revolutionary aims, they are trying to
extract from these elections consequences which are neither
implicit nor even implied in the results, and I fear that dis-
orders will break out here as well as in the provinces, if they
have not broken out already."
"I believe your fears are exaggerated,"
"I hope that is the case; but lest they are not, I should
like to remind you that we live under established laws.
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